
 
Curriculum Newsletter for St Bernadette’s Class – Year 1/ 2  

Half Term 1 2020-2021 
 

Maths 
Numbers  
We will be building confidence with 
numbers up to 10 and up to 100. Y2 
will be thinking about place value, using place value 
cards and part-whole diagrams. We will also be 
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, with Y2 beginning to count 
in 3s. Y1 will be practising reading and writing 
numbers to 10 and Y2 will continue to read and write 
larger numbers. 
 
Signs 
Children will build a deeper understanding of the signs 
for less than, more than and equals as well as being 
able to calculate missing numbers.  Eg 2 + ? = 5. They 
will be building awareness that = can be used in 
different places. 
 
Addition and subtraction 
The children will be using a range of different ways to 
represent and use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 20 and 100. 
Throughout the maths curriculum the children will be 
using different models and representations. They will 
be using practical objects to support the deepening of 
their understanding and we will be working on their 
ability to solve problems and apply reasoning 
strategies, they will be working on answering ‘why’ or 
‘how’ an answer was reached.  
 

English 

This term we have started by exploring the 
book “Into the Forest” by Anthony Browne. 
We have looked at some spelling rules; 
adding ing, ed, er and est to the end of 
words, and making simple plurals. Between now and 
half term we will be reading a lovely book called 
Wilfred Gordon MacDonald Partridge which links 
nicely with our history project “Childhood.” It is a 
touching story about a boy learning about memories 
from residents in a retirement home. Through the 
story we will explore nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
characters as well as thinking about past and present 
tense. 
Children will be developing their reading skills through 
groups reading activities and we will have dedicated 
writing sessions using our new resource Letterjoin, 
getting children ready to join their letters by starting 
letters on the line. 
Children will also be joining their year group for 
Phonics teaching. 
From now on we will follow a timetable for changing 
books. Some children will have their books changed on 
Monday and Thursday, and the others will be changed 
on Tuesday and Friday. However, it is important that 
children bring their books in every day so that they can 
read to adults when it is their turn. 

RE 

Our Year 1 topic for this term is “God’s Great 
Plan” 

• To know that God created the world.  

• To understand that He created us to love other 
people. 

• To understand that we can make good or bad 
choices. 

• To know that God made a promise to Noah 
 
Our Year 2 topic for this term is, “Chosen People”  

• To know that we are chosen by God.  

• To know about the stories of Abraham, 
Moses and Daniel. 

• To understand what we can learn from 
the stories of Abraham, Moses and Daniel. 

PE – In PE this term we will be learning about: 
Mr Gibson will be teaching the class about Travel. 
 



• To explore how we can be more like important 
figures from these stories.  

 
 

Curriculum- Our topics for this term will be: Enchanted Woodland and Childhood 
 
This half term  
 
History – We will be exploring childhood in the past, as well as life in the 1950s. 
Computing – We will begin to log on and use technology, getting used to a mouse pad and typing. We will also be thinking about 
internet safety. 
Art & DT: We started the term by looking at Klimt and painting a beech forest, and now we will be using collage to explore 
portrait and the human face. 
Music – In Music we will be using Charanga to learn about the elements of Music through a South African song called “Hands, 
Feet, Heart.” The class composer for our class for this year is Vivaldi and we will be listening to the Four Seasons. 
Science: At the beginning of this term we explored our school woodland and learned about different trees and animals. Now we 
will be exploring the seasons and thinking about what will change between autumn and winter. To look at day length we will be 
sending out information about a mini project called the 6.15 Photo Project. Families can take photos of the same view on 
different days at 6.15, to see if it is getting darker as we go into winter. More information to follow. 
  

To help your child at home, you could: 

• Listen to them reading their schoolbook and other books. 

• Support with their homework. 

• Practice counting in 2, 5 and 10. Year 2 can also begin to count in 3s. 

• Visit Ilkley Toy Museum, after 12th October. 

• Talk to your children about your own childhood and your parents’ childhood. Encourage them to use language like a 
long time ago, recently, in the past, in the present, last year, last month. 

 

Regards, Mrs Evans and Mrs Hall 

 


