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Jesus said, “I chose you, and appointed you to go and bear much fruit.” (John 15:16)
Early Years Curriculum Statement

Intent
At Sacred Heart, our aim is to create an outstanding learning environment to support, enhance
and invite a child’s curiosity, confidence and individual competency to flourish regardless of
backgrounds, circumstances or individual needs. We prioritise the quality of education in Early
Years through school self-evaluation and EYFS action plans. To ensure children make outstanding
progress at Sacred Heart, it is our intent to take into consideration their starting points and needs
of our pupils as they begin their learning journey. Every child has access to a broad, balanced and
differentiated curriculum, preparing them for now and for the future in terms of opportunities and
experiences. Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful
play and through a mix of adult-led, adult-initiated and child-initiated activity. We ensure the
curriculum planned meets the needs of all learners, academically, spiritually, morally, social and
culturally. This is evident in our long term, medium term and weekly plans.
It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We build safeguarding into our
curriculum and aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits. We provide children with
choices to help them develop this important life skill. At Sacred Heart, we aim to protect the
physical and psychological well-being of all children. It is our goal that all children leave the
Foundation Stage with increased confidence and independence, an inquisitive mind, a good
understanding of core skills and a sense of achievement. We support children to be active and to
develop physically including giving clear messages to children why it is important to eat, drink and
exercise as well as to be kind to others.
We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s
development and work hard to provide a stimulating setting that provides exciting opportunities,
promotes challenge, exploration, adventure and a real love of learning. Following personal
interests and individual needs, allows us to plan and provide opportunities throughout our EYFS
curriculum to support learning and development and achieve children’s next steps. We indicate
this and include it on weekly planning. At Sacred Heart, we make regular assessments of children’s
learning and use this information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. We
observe the children and assess their interests, development and learning before planning
challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s learning. Our
assessments takes the form of observations and are recorded in children’s individual ‘Learning
Journal’ on ‘Tapestry’. Tapestry also contains information and observations provided by parents.
At Sacred Heart, we record baseline and half-termly assessment judgments on to an electronic
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tracking system in school. Each child’s level of development at the end of Reception is assessed
against the Early Learning Goals. The three characteristics of Effective Learning will be used to
ascertain each child’s skills and abilities.
At Sacred Heart, our learning environment is organised to allow children to explore and learn
securely and safely. The classroom is carefully planned and set up into learning areas where
children are able to find and locate equipment and resources independently. It has its own
enclosed outdoor area and offers the children opportunities to explore, use their senses and be
physically active when learning. We offer a free flow system where for the majority of the time the
children can move freely between indoor and outdoor activities. Our outdoor area is used all year
round and in most weather conditions. Children learn through exploring the environment around
them. They absorb skills, knowledge and understanding needed for a particular task, but social,
emotional, physical and cognitive learning is taking place at the same time. At Sacred Heart, we
believe first-hand experiences are essential to learning. The physical doing leads to abstract
thinking. The children are provided a stimulating environment in which to formulate and
experiment with ideas. We provide challenges in a context that is relevant to the child, and which
fits in with the child’s understanding and experience and current topic of learning.

Implementation
At Sacred Heart School, we recognise that children develop and learn in different ways and at
different rates. We aim to ignite children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, to build their
capacity to learn and to form relationships. During each week, the children will work with an adult
to complete at least one 1:1 reading session, reading in a small group as well as at least two adult
led literacy tasks, at least two adult led maths tasks and a range of child initiated tasks through
both the indoor and outdoor provision.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. This is made up of four overriding
principles which our early year’s education is based upon:






Unique Child – Every child is unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships – Children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships.
Enabling Environments – Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between
practitioners and parents and carers.
Learning and Development – Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework covers
the education and care of all children in early year’s provision, including children with special
educational needs and disabilities.
Our curriculum provides a play-based and experiential learning environment, combined with
focussed teaching and basic skills, to ensure children make rapid progress before moving onto
Year 1. The children in Reception are provided with ample opportunities accessible in our indoor
and outdoor provision. They engage in planned, focussed activities as well as self-initiated and free
flow activities. The learning experiences within our Early Years are linked to the seven areas of
learning and development within the EYFS. These areas are split into three prime areas and four
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specific areas. The three prime areas are those which the children should develop first and are
considered most essential for the healthy development and future learning of our children.

The EYFS is made up of seven areas of learning:
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development
 Communication, Language and Literacy
 Physical Development
 Literacy
 Mathematics
 Knowledge of the World
 Expressive Arts and Design
In each area there are Early Learning Goals (ELG's) that define the expectations for most children
to reach by the end of the EYFS. Each area of learning and development will be implemented
through planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led, adult-initiated and child-initiated
activity.
We ensure activities support the Characteristics of Effective Learning to ensure learning takes
place. These are:
 Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and have a go;
 Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and
enjoy achievements;
 Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links
between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.
Children benefit from meaningful learning across the curriculum. At Sacred Heart, we plan
resourcefully for opportunities for communication, sustained shared thinking and physical
challenge to build on existing skills taking into account the Characteristics of Effective Learning.
We provide rich first hand experiences (inside, outdoors, visitors and school trips) to widen
experiences, awe and wonder. Exploratory learning and thinking creatively including problem
solving across all areas of learning is planned. New vocabulary and concepts through reading
excites and engages all learners and staff model Standard English and ask high quality questions.
The curriculum we provide promotes and supports children’s emotional security and development
of their character enabling children to take risks in a safe and secure environment
A vital aspect in the development of essential knowledge and skills is the use of continuous
provision. This means that children are using and developing taught skills throughout the year on a
daily basis. Continuous provision practise and principles begin in EYFS and support children to
develop key life skills such as independence, innovation, creativity, enquiry, analysis and problem
solving. During the school day, children will have an opportunity to work independently, work
collaboratively with their friends and with members of staff. Daily guided activities are also
planned to cover different areas of the EYFS curriculum and allow children to develop their next
steps in learning. Through observation and discussion, areas of need and next steps are identified
for all children to ensure good progress is made. There are also a range of stimulating and
engaging activities which the children can access independently and a variety of opportunities for
child-initiated play. In planning and guiding children’s activities we reflect on the different ways
that children learn and reflect these in our practise. Staff in the EYFS make regular observations of
the children’s learning to ensure their next steps are met.
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We regularly assess where the children are, using ‘Development Matters’ and then ensure our
planning, adult interaction and learning environment; including continuous provision, support
children to reach their next steps. We will include interventions for groups or individuals if and
when necessary.
Impact
Children at Sacred Heart, on average, arrive at expected or above the National Average. During
their time in Reception, children make rapid progress towards the national expectation for a good
level of development at the end of the year. Good Level of Development is above the National
Average. Pupils also make good progress toward their age-related expectations both academically
and socially, developing a sense of themselves before transitioning into Year One. Our curriculum
is reviewed to ensure relevance and to ensure the voices of our pupils, parents, staff and
governors are heard.
The children at Sacred Heart experience a smooth transition between the Foundation Stage and
the National Curriculum. Our children grow to be confident and competent lifelong learners.
Effective communication and collaboration ensure the children leave the EYFS with a solid
foundation of learning of which to build upon.
We use learning journals across the EYFS, complemented with exercise books in Reception. This is
evidence to the children and their families the successes of the children throughout their time in
Early Years.
As a team, we attend Early Years training, external moderation meetings and have regular internal
moderation sessions to ensure that we feel confident with our judgements and that these
judgements are consistent with a range of other settings. Assessment starts with careful
observations which are then used to inform planning. Learning and teaching is therefore effective
when children feel a sense of belonging, curiosity and competence showing resilience and
tenacity. We believe our high standards are due to our carefully planned environment, enriched
play-based curriculum, quality first teaching and the thoroughness of assessment.
By monitoring assessment procedures regularly, we can effectively demonstrate what learning is
taking place and how each child is progressing in all seven areas of the EYFS curriculum.
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